Appalachia
Volume 66
Number 1 Winter/Spring 2015: No River, No Life

Article 25

2015

Irruption
Ann Taylor

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia
Part of the Poetry Commons

Recommended Citation
Taylor, Ann (2015) "Irruption," Appalachia: Vol. 66 : No. 1 , Article 25.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.dartmouth.edu/appalachia/vol66/iss1/25

This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by Dartmouth Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Appalachia by an authorized editor of Dartmouth Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact dartmouthdigitalcommons@groups.dartmouth.edu.

Irruption
“Into the Hammonasset Campground,
to the parking lot off the rotary,
then a stand of pitch pines at the ocean.
They’ll be there.”
One week before, Atlantic wind
drove into the Connecticut coast,
delivered early winter
and a flight of red crossbills
straight to the scarcity of trees.
With ten astronomical telescope cameras,
camouflaged in deep forest green,
photographers pry into the pines,
rugged Christmas trees animated
with living ornaments—fluttering, bouncing,
burrowing to the trunk, pecking at cones,
pressing bills crossed, say the ornithologists,
at just the right angle for reaching
the seed deeper within.
Click, Click. Clickclickclick.
With their high-powered lenses, they might
feel as close to the cones as the birds are,
though never so far within, a special
crossbill skill, minutely studied.
Less well-armed, I focus on one,
perfectly field-marked in the late afternoon—
stocky, red-breasted, black-winged,
bill thick and curved, with tips crossed.
Wind-tousled with a cone on a high branch,
this one was busy, like the rest of us,
attempting to break, as far as possible, in.
Ann Taylor

Ann Taylor teaches poetry at Salem State University, in Salem, Massachusetts. Her
recent collection of poems, Bound Each to Each, was published by Finishing Line
Press in 2013.
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“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.” — Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

SUPPORT THE STORIES
YOU LOVE!
Start or renew your Appalachia
subscription today, and keep
reading America’s longest-running
journal of mountaineering
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia
for a special offer: 36% off
the journal’s cover price.
That’s three years of Appalachia
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose
a one-year subscription (2 issues)
for $18 —18% off the cover price.
Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,
ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more
Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

Subscription prices valid as of September 2021. Prices and offers subject to
change without notice. For the most up-to-date infio, visit outdoors.org.

